TYPES OF BEHAVIOUK

of dry weather, success, more or less distant,
always crowns the efforts of the magicians: the
rain does come and the earth does bring forth its
fruits. The ceremonies for the healing of disease
are often followed by the recovery of the patient,
however absurd the treatment may have been.
One should not forget, in this connection, the
considerable effect of suggestion upon the credu-
lous savage. Many cures are, no doubt, performed
in this manner by the medicine-man. Davenport,
speaking of tribes of Puget Sound, says: ' Their
cure for disease consists in the members of the
cult shaking in a circle about a sick person,
dressed in ceremonial costume. The religious
practitioner waves a cloth in front of the patient,
with a gentle fanning motion, and, blowing at the
same time, proceeds to drive the disease out of the
body, beginning at the feet and working upward.
The assistant stands ready to seize the disease with
his cloth when it is driven out of the head I And
they are able to boast of many real cures/1 A psy-
chologist is not inclined to doubt the report of Curr,
that among the aborigines of Victoria persons who
knew themselves to have been devoted to destruc-

1 F. M. Davenport, Primitive Traits in Religious Revivals,
Macmillan (1905), p. 36 ; quoted from the Fourteenth Annual
Report of the [Amer.] Bureau of Ethnology, p. 761.
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